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3/19/2020 
 
 
Re: Governor Abbott’s order for schools to close through April 3. 

 

Griffin Tribe, 

 
Given the rapidly evolving situation with COVID-19 and Governor Abbott’s order today to close all public 
schools through April 3rd, Arlington Classics Academy will extend the closure of school facilities and 
continue the remote learning support plan through April 3rd as well. 
 
Our health officials report that cases are continuing to spread in the state and an increase in confirmed 
cases in our county seems likely.  ACA administration will be monitoring the situation closely and make 
any adjustments with the health and safety of you and your students as our highest priority. We are 
coordinating with health officials and other school districts in the county and will use the week of April 3rd 
to make any decisions on whether there is a need to extend closures further.   
 
During this time, campuses will continue to be staffed with minimal staff in order to provide logistical 
support to you and your families and remote instruction will continue.  Remember, if you need anything, 
please feel free to contact the appropriate campus. Information was sent today regarding the ACA child 
nutrition program which will begin service on Tuesday, March 24.  Please be sure to look for the guidance 
and complete the google form to order. We encourage you to participate! This is for all ACA students. 
 
You should have received communication from your child’s teachers yesterday. I realize that there is much 
information for you to take in from national news, state news, local news, work and family news, and of 
course school news and instruction.  We are here to help.  This week’s instruction was designed to ease 
everyone into remote learning procedures and processes, establishing connections, checking on your 
family’s welfare, and starting to energize Griffin brains with review of content students have already been 
exposed to.  As the duration of remote learning continues, teachers will begin to ramp up opportunities 
to increase our student’s learning.  You have much control in managing this for you and your family. We 
absolutely recognize and sympathize that every family is dealing with different situations and needs. I 
want to commend Mrs. Neill, Director of Academic Services, for establishing a system of scaffolded 
instructional expectations that give parents flexibility while focusing on what we do best: helping students 
learn.   
 
CAUTION:  More information will be coming to parents soon, but there have been increased efforts by 
cybercriminals to usurp this opportunity to spread ransomware.  Many times this will come in the form of 
a masked email that may look like it is from a legitimate email address (perhaps it looks like your teacher’s 
email or my email).  Please be cautious about opening links or downloading attachments without first 
vetting the authenticity of the email. I realize this is frustration that none of us need at this point. However, 
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while there has not been an incident reported at ACA, I want to be sure you are aware of this and take 
precautions.  Please research what you can do to help protect yourself (ie: 
https://www.boomtechit.com/2018/11/16/ransomware-emails-how-to-identify/). We will do our best to 
send resources and work on solutions to protect our staff and our parents from these cybercriminals. 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has outlined the need for all communities to implement 
a social distancing protocol.  We want to reiterate a request to our broader community to take the 
following reasonable precautions to prevent the spread of the illness:  

• Don’t shake hands  
• Wash your hands regularly 
• Limit movement within the community, especially avoiding crowded placed and maintaining 3 to 

6 ft of distance between people (at least an arm’s length)  
• If you are moving around in the community, don’t congregate in large groups  
• For those who have traveled to areas with known COVID-19 cases – both inside and outside of 

the country – we ask that you self-quarantine and monitor for symptoms. 
• If you suspect you have symptoms of COVID-19, call your health care provider.  
• Keep your child at home if he/she feels ill, even if you think it is just a cold.  
• Do not leave the house if you are ill, except to access medical care  

 
This is a quickly changing situation, and we will continue to monitor information, will assess conditions 
throughout the week, and will keep the ACA community updated via our social media, website, and 
Remind. 
  
Thank you for your support and cooperation as we ensure that all members of the Arlington Classics 
Academy community stay safe and healthy. 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Craig Sims 
Executive Director of Schools 
 

https://www.boomtechit.com/2018/11/16/ransomware-emails-how-to-identify/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fsymptoms-testing%2Fsymptoms.html&data=02%7C01%7CMike.Morath%40tea.texas.gov%7Cd2876afcab164f86a84308d7c84261ef%7C65d6b3c3723648189613248dbd713a6f%7C0%7C0%7C637198059741531635&sdata=0%2BwX%2FiuA7SjiHUdDR7t0wEBiE4Ylb%2FZ2hmyP7zk8GgE%3D&reserved=0

